TALC1ZAT10N RESCRIPT - UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

Congregation foi the Doctrine oflhc Faith 



Viol N.: 358/2003 

Father James Michael FLYNT, a presbyter of tlie Archdiocese of Milwaukee, has humbly 
petitioned for a dispensation from all the obligations connected with sacred ordinalion. 



Our Most Holy Father Pope John Pan! II 

on the 25th day of June, 2004, after having received a report on the case from the Congregation for 
ihc Doctrine of the Faith, has grafted the request in accord with the following considerations: 

T The rescript of the dispensation, being made known by the competent Ordinary to (he 
petitioner: 

a) becomes effective from (he moment of the notification; 

b) inseparably includes a dispensation from sacred celibacy and, at the same lime, loss 
of die clerical state. The petitioner never has the right to separate those two 
elements, that is, to accept the Ursi and refuse the second, 

c) if (he petitioner is a religious, the rescript also grants a dispensation from the vows; 

d) indeed, further, it carries wilh it, insofar as it is necessary, absolution from censures. 

2. Notification of the dispensation can he made to the petitioner either personally, or 
through one delegated by the same Ordinary, or through an ecclesiastical notary, or by 
"registered mail." The Ordinary ought to retain one copy (of the rescript) duly signed by 
the petitioner in testimony of his reception of the rescript of the dispensation, and also 
of his acceptance of its regulations. 

3. Notice of the granting of the dispensation is to be inscribed in the baptismal register of 
the Peti tioner's parish. 

4. With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage, the norms set down iti The Code 
of Canon Law must be applied. The Ordinary, however, should take care that the 
matter be discreetly handled without pomp or external display. 

5. Tire ecclesiastical authority, to whom it belongs to notify the petitioner concerning the 
rescript, should earnestly exhort him to take part in the life of the People of God, in a 
maimer consonant with his new mode of living, to give edification, and thus to show 
himself a most loving son of the Church. At the same time, however, he should be 
informed of the following points: 

a) (he dispensed presbyter automatically loses Ihc rights proper to Lhe clerical state, as 
well as ecclesiastical digm'lics and offices; he is no longer bound by the other 
obligations connected with the clenca] state; 

b) he remains excluded from the exercise of Lhe sacred ministry, with the exception of 
those functions mentioned in canons 976 and 986, §2, and, as a result, he may not 
give a homily nor is he able to hold a directive office in the pastoral field nor to 
exercise the function of parochial administrator; 
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c) similarly, he may not discharge any function in seminaries and in equivalent 
institutions, in other institutions of higher studies, which are jn any way whatever 
dependent upon ecclesiastical authority, he may not exercise a directive function; 

d) in those institutions of higher studies which are not dependent upon ecclesiastical 
authority, be may not teach any discipline which is properly tiieological or closely 
connected with the same; 

e) in institutions of lower studies, which are dependent upon ecclesiastical authority, 
he may not exercise the function of teaching a discipline which is properly 
theological. A dispensed presbyter is held by the same rule in teaching Religion in 
an institution of the same kind not dependent upon ecclesiastical authority. 

6. The Ordinary of the dispensed priest, in keeping with required prudence, must care that 
scandal not be given to the faithful. This pastoral care of the Ordinary is most important 
if a danger of even a minor abuse, although remote, is at hand. 

7. At an opportune time, however, the competent Ordinary is to send a brief report to the 
Congregation on his completion of the notification, and, finally, if there should be any 
wonderment on the part of the faithful, he is to provide a prudent explanation. 



All things to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Offices of the Congregation, the 25th day of June, 2004. 



Is/ Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 
Prefect 

/s/ Angelus Amato, S.D.B. 
Titular Archbishop of Silens 
Secretary 



Date of notification: 



hi 1st 

Signature of priest as sign of acceptance Signature of Ordinary 
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ARcraocESEilfficF Milwaukee 



Oianckpy 



Pvol. No. 358/03 - 59073 



February 7, 2004 

The Reverend Joseph Augustine Di Noia, OP 
Congregation for the Doctrine of ilic Faith 
Palazzo del S. Uffizio 
00120 Vatican City 

Dear Father Di Noia, 

As you requested, I am providing more information in the case of Reverend James 
M. Flynt who is seeking voluntary laicizaiion. You raised several questions to which I 
would be happy to respond in order that the circumstances may he better undeistood. 

Thc motive for Father Flyni to petition for laicization is that he docs not want to be 
burdened with the potential of a penal process, which he knows would have to be 
conducted in his case. The preliminary investigation, in which the records of the police 
investigation, the testimony of the victim, the converging of circumstances and the 
statement of Father Flynt were all considered, led to the conclusion that the accusation has 
the semblance oflruth. When Father was informed that the matter would be sent to (he 
Congregation for further instructions about the trial, he chose to seek voluntary laicizatiom 
In order to ensure that this was a free decision, several witnesses who know Father well 
were interviewed by the priesi instructor. They stated that this decision was being made 
freely. 

With regard (o the dejict having been proven, as noted above, it was as the process 
for arriving al proof was to be undertaken that Father determined that lie wished to avoid a 
trial and wanted to seek laicizaiion voluntarily. Certainly, if the Congregation were to 
advise that the penal process is to be conducted, we would attempt to do so. At this time, 
however, it is highly doubt Tnl that Father would participate in the trial. 

The statement was made that Father "claims that lie never abused this person." 
Those arc his exact words, repeated each time he was asked if there had been physical 
contact with the boy when they shared a bed multiple times over an eight year period. The 
sharing of the bed is not denied. The physical contact is not denied. Father uses the same 
semantics he used in the adult situation where he does not deny the allegation but says it 
was not abusive. In the adult situation, there was manipulation of the individual who was 
very vulnerable but Father takes no responsibility for his actions, hi the case of the minor, 
what occurred does not Gt into his definition of "abuse" because he says he genuinely cared 
for the boy and was even considering adopting him. 



m\ South Lake Drive, HO. Itox 070912. Milwaukee, W] 53207 09)2 
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You note rightly that Father stales lie enjoyed his ministry and portrays himself well 
in thai regard. Again, this is a maiter of some dispute among those with whom, he served 
and (he people he served. In every assignment, his arrival and departure were marked with 
controversy, In his first assignment, immediately allcr ordination, he began to wear an 
earring even though he had been told by seminary officials that such an action could bring 
aboul wonderment on the part of (he people. There was such unrest that even the secular 
media covered the story. At the same parish, several staff members were dismayed by the 
manner in which be related to youth, especially young males, using sexually explicit 
language and speaking openly about some of his disagreements with the Church's moral 
teaching. He was confronted on these behaviors but he stated they were oilier people's 
problems and not his. lie was transferred to an interim non-parochial assignment to settle 
the situation. 

In his second parish assignment, be again caused unrest within the parisli .staff and 
with parishioners. Several major conflicts arose centering on accusations of homosexual 
behavior and undermining authority figures. J. ay people were drav^i into (he conflict and 
made recourse to the Archdiocese to relieve them of this situation. Again, Father was 
confronted but he did not see thai he was at the heart of the problems. 

■ He was more successful in a teaching situation where he was (he authority figure. 
However^ even in that setting conflict arose when he began demanding more money from 
the school administration. He resigned in the middle of the school year over this dispute, 
claiming that his action was warranted, but not considering its impact on Ihe school. 

In his next parochial assignment, he had some success initially. However, he again 
caused unrest in fragile parishes going through a transition from one ethnic identity Lo 
another, He prematurely announced that ihe two parishes he was sewing should merge. He 
overstepped his authority in such statements but did not take responsibility for his actions. 

His effort to become trained as a missionary was also unsuccessful. It was 
determined thai he would be an inappropriate candidate for such an assignment. As an 
interim placement, be was appointed administrator at a parish. Rather than accept the 
existing liturgical and pastoral culture which tended to be more conservative and 
traditional, he caused upheaval with his apparent lack of dignity in the liturgy and his 
disregard for liturgical norms. He imposed his own liturgical "style** and caused a letter 
writing campaign to begin. Again, he claimed he was in the right. 

Tt is clear that Father Flynt has demonstrated a pattern of misinterpretation of his 
actions. Therefore, it is not surprising that he would call his ministry successful and deny 
that his actions with this minor were not abusive. 
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Prot. No. 358/03 - 59073 



The case summary you requested is attached as is supportive documentation. It is 
my sincere opinion that this case will best be resolved by granting the petition as submitted. 
If the Congregation should determine that a penal trial is to be conducted, we would accede 
to that request. 

With sentiments of esteem, I am, 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend Timothy M, Do tan 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 



3501 South Lake Drive, RO. Box 070912. Milwaukee, W! 53207-0912 
PHONE' (414)769-3340 * Fax (^3 4)769*3408 * E-Mah: ch*?iccTy®archmll org * We&sitf www.Archtttf.org 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE 
Prot No. 358/03 - 59073 
James Michael FJynt 

Date of Birth: January 9, 1957 Age: 46 

Ordination: May 17, 1985 Years of ministry: 18 

Diocese of Incarceration: Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

Ministry in other Diocese: Mission training - Maryknoll, NY; teiTninated by discernment 
thai he was not suitable to take a mission assignment 
Address for cleric: |^HHf~West Bend, Wl 53090 



ASSIGNMENTS 
Year 



Parish /Other 



June L985 - Dec 1986 
Jan 1987-June 1987 
July 1987-June 1989 
June 1989 -March 1995 

June 1 995- June 200! 
June 1 996- June 2001 
June 2001 -Aug 2001 
Aug 2001 -Jan 2002 
Jan 2002-June 2002 
June 2002- April 2003 



Our Lady of Good Hope 
St. Nicholas Hospital 
St. Dominic Parish 
Divine Savior-Holy Angel 
High School 
St. Casjmir Parish 
St. Mary Czestochowa 
Maryknoll Training 
Awaiting assignment 
St. Peter Parish 
St. Frances Cabrini 



Location 

Milwaukee, Wl 
Sheboygan, Wl 
Brookfield, Wl 

s 

Milwaukee, Wl 
Milwaukee, Wl 
Milwaukee 



Appointment 

Associate pastor 

Chaplain 
Associate Pastor 

Teacher/Chaplain 
Administrator 
Administrator 



Chicago, IL Training/Discernment 
Milwaukee, Wl 



Slinger, Wl 
West Bend, Wl 



Administrator 
Pastor (never 
installed or 
assumed office) 



ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 



Year 
1994 



Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

Homosexual advances on the eve 1 994 

of victim's wedding 

| Genital fondling 2002 



1991-1999 

CFVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 
Year Type / Case Conviction 



Sentence 



1994 Civil suit for damages {|_ 
2002 Investigation of sexual abuse of a 
minor (| ■) 



Settlement reached 
Case turned over to 
diocese because 
victim would not 
testify in court 



3501 iouih Lake Drive, RO. Box 0709.12, Milwaukee, Wl 53307-0912 
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OH'IC h OF THF: AKCHMSIIOP 



September*), 200;> 

His imminence, Joseph Cardinal Rntzmger 

Pic feci, The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

00120 VaLican City State 

Europe 

Your Eminence, 

May J respectfully submit herewith to rhe judgement of the Congregation for ilic Doctrine 
of the Faith the petition of the Reverend Tames Michael Flynt, a priest of the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee, to be dispensed from at) obligations attached to sacred orders, including 
celibacy, and to be returned to the lay slate. Father Flynt' has been accused of sexual 
abuse of a minor and, has resigned as Pastor of Saint Frances Cabrini Parish in West 
Bend, Wisconsin. 

Let me explain the allegation. In May of 2002 the District Attorney of Milwaukee County 
notified the Archdiocese of Milwaukee that his office was investigating an allegation 
against Falher Plynt of sexual abuse of a minor. The alleged victim claims that at age 1 1 
he began, with the consent of his parents, to sleep occasionally in the rectory where 
Father Flynt lived and that this practice continued for approximately nine years. This 
alleged victim goes on to say that at times he slept in the same bed with Father Flynt, 
where they would talk about sexual matters and sometimes Father Flynt would fondle the 
alleged victim's penis, This person states that Father Flynt behaved this way about twenty 
times over the nine-year period. Although the alleged victim, now an adult, has discussed 
the charges with civil officials, this person now refuses to participate in a civil trial 
because of fears of the potential publicity in the local news media. In addition, he wants 
to get on with his life and not to have to deal with this matter any more. 

Father Flynt acknowledges that there were occasions when the young person stayed in 
the rectory over night and that at times they slept in the same bed. Yet, Falher Flynt 
claims that he never abused this person- However, Father Flynt has refused to answer 
some very direct questions about the allegation, such as did he ever touch the alleged 
victim's penis. 

This accusaiion against Father Flynt, although the only one concerning a minor, is not the 
first accusation of sexual misconduct against Father Flynt. In 1994, an adult man reported 
to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee that on a weekend when a wedding was bemg 
celebrated, Father Flynt had made a sexual advance toward this man in a hotel room and 
then later at the wedding reception Father Flynt acted inappropriately, dancing in what 
was described as a "lewd" manner. Father Flynt later acknowledged bis behavior and 
went for therapy and alcohol assessment. 
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Earlier this year, the Archdrocesan Review Board, having borough ly considered the 
evidence at hand concerning Father Flynt, concluded and recojn mended to me that Father 
Flynt be considered permanently unfit for priestly ministry. Consequently, [ accepted his 
resignation from office and informed him that he would never again return to active 
priestly ministry, 

1 am convinced that Father Flynt has accepted this reality and now wants to move on with 
his life. Hence, he humbly and freely request that he be dispensed from all obligations 
resulting from Holy Orders, including cehbacy, and be returned to the lay state. In fact, a 
letter from Father Flynt to our Holy Father is enclosed and indicates ibis desire. 1 strongly 
support this petition. 

Moreover, Father James Conneh, my Vice Chancellor, interviewed Father Flynt, who 
acknowledged the accusation and indicated his free-will desire for laicization. In 
addition, Father ConneJl has met with two priests who knew Father Flynt both before and 
lifter his ordination to the priesthood. These two priests, the Reverend Bryan Massingaie 
and the Reverend Paul Lippert, told Father Connell that they also believe that Father 
Flynt sincerely and freely seeks this dispensation. 

Finally, I am very certain that no scandal would arise if this dispensation were granted to 
Father Flynt. In fact, it would help bring closure to a very difficult and sad situation. 

Thank you for your kind consideration in this regard and I have the honor to be, Your 
Eminence, 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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His Holiness, Pope John Paul II 
Vatican City State, Italy 



17 May 2003 



Dear Holy Father, 

After prayerful discernment I have come Lo a difficult decision in terms of 
my priestly ministry will) and for the people of God of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee. I was ordained to the presbyterate on 17 May 1985 at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist by Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland, 
OSB and have been faithful to the promises I made that day throughout 
these years as I served the people of God in various capacaties at Catholic 
Parishes and in both Hospital and Educational settings. The privilege of 
presbyteral ministry and the joys of preaching, presiding and journeying 
with others closer to the mysteries of our shared faith have been remarkably 
life-giving. None-lhe-less, I humbly ask you to consider my request to be 
dispensed from my priestly obligations. As I have indicated in the opening 
of this brief letter, my request comes after prayerful discernment. I await 
your response and assure you of my prayers and my continued faithfulness. 

Yours in the Risen Lord, 



James Michael Flynt 




CONFIDENTIAL 
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August 7, 2003 



The Most Reverend Tirrurthy M. Do Ian 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

Dear Archbishop Dolaru 

I have completed the instruction of the case of the Reverend .Tames Michael Flynt who 
wishes lo petition ihe J loly Father for a dispensation Irom all obligations arising from 
sacred orders, including celibacy. As you had mandated, Die instruction wets carried out in 
accordance with the Procedural Norms issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith in 1980 (Proi. R 128/61). 

Throughout (his instruction process Father Flynt has been very cooperative and sincere. 
In a truly humble manner he presented the facts of his life. 

Father Flym has been accused of sexual abuse of a minor and, in accord with the Dallas 
Charter and related Norms, has been removed as Pastor of Samr Frances Cabrini Parish in 
West Bend, Wisconsin. During my interview of Father Flym he acknowledged the 
accusation but made no comment regarding either his guilt or innocence. 

This accusation against Father Hynt, although the first concerning a minor, is not the first 
accusation of sexual misconduct against Father Flynt. In 19??, 

The Archdiocesan Review Board, having thoroughly considered the evidence at hand 
concerning Father Flynt, concluded and recommended to you that Father Flynt be 
considered permanently unfit for priestly ministry. Consequently, you removed him from 
office and informed him that he would never again return to active priestly ministry. 

I am convinced that Father Flynt has accepted this reality and now wants lo move on with 
his life. Hence, he humbly and freely request that lie be dispensed from all obligations 
resulting from Holy Orders, including celibacy, and be returned to the lay state. 

Moreover, I have met with two priests who knew Father Flynt both before and after his 
ordination to the priesthood. These two priests, the Reverend Bryan Massingale and live 
Reverend Paul Lippert told me that they also believ- that Father Flynt sincerely and 
freely seeks this dispensation. 

Finally, 1 am very certain that no scandal would arise if this dispensation were grant to 
Father Flynt. In fact, it would help bring closure lo a very difficult and sad situation. 

Hence, i now present the ease to you for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Reverend James R Connell 
Vice Chancellor and Instructor 



ADOM009255 



Today is Tuesday, April 8,, 2003. I'm Father Jim Council, vice-chancellor of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. With me is Father James Flynt. James, you understand 
that this conversation is being tape recorded? 

Yes 

I. Do you solemnly swear to tell (he (ruth as you kuow it before God? 
I do. 

1. Please state your fuJl name, address 1 and telephone number. 

Tames Michael Flyni, | | West Bend, Wisconsin, 53090, telephone 

number J| 

3. And what is your date and place of birlh? 

I was born on the 9 lK of January, 1957 in Norfolk, Virginia. 

4. What is your diocese of iucnrdinjition? 

Milwaukee 

5. Briefly describe your family. 

My father was Jack Hart Flynt, deceased. My mother is Shirley nee Visnette Miller. My 
stepfather was Arthur E. MDler, deceased. 1 have four elder siblings and a half-brother 
younger lhan myself. 

And within the family was the family supportive of priestly vocation? 
The only person who was actively support was and is my sister. 
The other people were not supportive? 
Neutral or not supportive. 

6. When did you enter the seminary? 
Fall 1977 

And what seminary was that? 

St. Francis DaSales Seminary College. 

Part of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 
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Part of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 

7. Dunug your seminary preparation were there any serious moral problems tLat 
could have been eoasidered obstacles to your seeldug or accepting ordination to 
(be priesthood? 

There wore noL 

8. Was there ever in any way undue pressure or influence in regard to seeking or 
accepting ordination to the priesthood? 

There was no!, 

9. Describe the condition of your seminary during your theology course: your 
opinion of the moral standard, regularly and quality of spiritual exercises, and 
the care and prudence exercised by your superiors. 

The seminary was Pastora] Ministry School with equally number of lay students not 
seeking ordination and students seeking ordination. I was a residence because I was 
seeking to be ordained, There was prayer on a daily basis, liturgy on a daily basis, 
spiritual direction. It was a well rounded education. 

10. Was the obligation of celibacy fully explained to you prior to your ordination to 
the diaconate? 

Yes, it was. 

11. What was your motive for seeking ordination to the priesthood? 

My intent was to as priest serve people, proclaim the gospeh be present with the poor, be 
a witness to the gospel message of salvation. 

12. Did you have any hesitation in receiving orders? 
No, I did not. 

13. Bid you enjoy your priestly ministry ajod was it rewarding? 

Yes, it is. 

14. During your priestly ministry, how faithful were you to private spiritual 
exercise? 

lhave been and continue to be faithful to prayer and to worship, 
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15. In geucraLj what failures^ personal or in priestly ministry, did you experience? 

In general I'd say failures evolved nvound conflicts wilh superiors or co-workers some of 
which never were resolved. 

What type of couflicts? 

Mostly interpersonal, most of the times in the realm of who was responsible for what area 
of ministry and who wasn't, communication breakdowns. 

16. To what extent did you share with other priests problems and/or difficulties you 
experienced in priestly ministry? 

With a select few I shared much of what was going on, the positives and the negatives. 

17- Did alcohol, chemical dependency or serious illness affect your ministry? 

No 

18. What were the reasons you left the active priestly ministry? 

I was asked to step down as the pastor of the parish based on accusations. 

What type of accusations? 

Accusations of wrong doing with a minor. 

Of a sexual nature? 

Yes 

19. What is your present status as a priest? 
1 am unassigned and seeking laicization. 

20. Are you presently exercising any priestly ministry? 

I pray Mass on a weekly basis at my residence and other than that [ have not been active. 

21. Have you been relieved of your faculties in priestly ministry? 
I have not yet, 

22. Why are you seeking a dispensation from your obligations of the priesthood? 
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i'-esently it seems to be the mosi prudent decision on my part so that J can continue on 
ministering outside of ordained priesthood in other ways for Lhe remninder of my life. 

Are you freely seeking this laicization? 

I have come to the decision on my own with guidance that this is the best decision, right. 

23. Do you see any possibility of returning to priestly ministry? 

1 do not. 

24. Is your decision to leave the priesthood final? 

Yes, it is. 

25. In the place where you are living, is your priesthood status known by the general 
public? 

I am not sure:. 

26. What will be the effect on your neighbors or co-workers, perhaps I should say 
family and friends as well, if you receive this dispensation? 

Most of my neighbors do not know me as priest. I think there would be little impact on 
them because I did not begin ministering at the parish where I was assigned, I think there 
will be some disappointment amongst the co-workers but not any great ramifications to 
the negative. My family will be supportive no matter what I proceed to do, as will my 
friends. 

27. Do you have anything further you would like to add to yonr testimony? 

1 don't think so, 
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- page two- 



James Michael Flynt 

Priestly Assignments 

Our Lady of Good Hope Catholic Church Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Associate Pastor 1 1 June 1985 through 08 December 1986 

St. Nicholas Hospital Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

Chaplain 01 January 1987 through 30 June 1987 

St. Dominic Catholic Church Brookfield, Wisconsin 

Associate Pastor 1 July 1 987 through June 1 989 

Divine Savior Holy Angels High School Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Teacher and Pastoral Minister June 1989 through 01 March 1995 

St. Casimir Catholic Church Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Administrator 20 June 1 995 through June 200 1 

St. Mary of Czestochowa Catholic Church Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Administrator 18 June 1996 through June 2001 (concurrent with St. 
Casimir Parish) 

Discernment for placement at La Sagrada Familia Dominican Republic 
Team Member 1 7 June 200 1 through 23 August 2001 

St. Peter Catholic Church Slinger, Wisconsin 

Temporary Administrator 01 January 2002 through 1 7 Tump 9nno 

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church West Bene 
Pastor 1 8 June 2002 through J 

At this juncture of time on my journey of faith [ c 
dispensation from my priestly obligations. 



17 May 2003 James M.I 
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March xx> 2003 



Rev. Michael Petersen, Associate Pastor 
St. Frances Cabrini Parish 
1025 South 7 (h Avenue, 
West Bend, WT 53095 

Dear Michael, 

I write to you to keep you informed about the latest developments regarding the pastoral 
leadership of St. Frances Cabrmi parish. 

On March xx, I received from Father James Flynt, a letter of formal resignation. 

In month, 200Z, an allegation of sexual abuse involving a minor and Fr, James FJyni was 
received by the Milwaukee County District Attorney and Ft. Flynt was placed on 
temporary leave month/day/2002. 

Because this allegation was not substantiated, I asked the Archdiocesan Review Board 
help mc in my assessment of the allegations and in my determination of Fr. Flynt 1 s 
suitability for ministry 

After much serious deliberation, Che Archdiocesan Review Board has recommended to 
me thai James Flynt not receive a priestly ministry assignment Consistent with the 
pledges in the Charter and Norms adopted by the United States Catholic Bishops and 
approved by the Vatican, I have accepted their recommendation. 

I have asked the Priest PJacement Board to continue its work to determine the Allure 
pastoral leadership for the parish. For the benefit of your parishioners, I am enclosing a 
statement Chat should be read at your weekend Masses. 

During this season of Lent, renew my gratitude for your dedication and ministry to the 
work of the Gospeh Please keep all tiiose involved in your personal prayers and in the 
prayers of the parish community. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

+TMD. 
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STATEMENT TO READ AT MASSES 



-DO NOT PUBLISH OR REPRODUCE 



To; Members of Saint Frances Cabrini Parish Community 



Dear Friends in Christy 

I write to you to keep you informed about line latest developments regarding the pastoral 
leadership of St. Frances Cabrini parish. 

On March xx, 1 received from Father James Fiynl, a letter of formal resignation. 

In month, 2002, an allegation of sexual abuse involving a minor and James Flynt was 
received by the Milwaukee County District Attorney and Fr. Flynt was placed on 
temporary leave month/day/2002. 

Because this allegation was not substantiated, I asked the Archdiocesan Review Board 
help me in my assessment of the allegations and in my determination of Fr. Flynt's 
suitability for ministry 

After much serious deliberation, the Archdiocesan Review Board has recommended to 
me that James Flynt not receive a priestly ministry assignment. Consistent with the 
pledges in the Charter and Norms adopted by the United States Catholic Bishops and 
approved by tine Vatican, I have accepted their recommendation. 

] have asked the Priest Placement Board to continue its work to determine the future 
pastoral leadership for the parish, 

During tins season of Lent, please I pray that Christ's healing power will be present in 
your parish community and I ask that you keep your parish and all involved in your 
prayers. 

Faithfully in Christ, 
+TMD 
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Page 2 of 2 



On December 17' 11 Investigator Link tried to reach 



Iwlule hone on leave from the 




army. On December 20 m J galled to say he wanted nothing further Lo do with this 

incident. He did not want to make a report to the District Attorney's Office nor was he interested 
in making any criminal complaints against Fr. Flynt He stated that the investigator could turn 
over all the reports to the archdiocesan authorities but he refused to meet with them also because 
he simply wanted to put ihis incident behind him. 

Fr. James Flynt stated that| (lived with him for 7 months. He was in the process of 

assuming guardianship for the boy until Archbishop Wca kland asked him not to do so. When 
the Archbishop asked Flynt to| 

^WffioutaTTUr laenuiy uunng wmcn year mis'" 

| He was Administrator of St. Casimir Parish from 
1995 until 2001 and also Administrator of St Mary of Czestochowa from 1996 to 2001. When 
James Flynt was Chaplain at Divine Savior Holy Angels (DSHA) from 1989 to 1995 he was also 
in residence at St, Casimir Rectory for a lime. Fr. Michael Barrett was Pastor of St. Casimir's at 
the time from 1987 to 1993. Flynt stated that he never IH^^^H^^^^HHc stated that 
Mike Barrett, die Pastor, also lived in the rectory at St Casimir at the lime. He said that ■ 

| However at limes Ik- would c ome into FlynTs bedroom anu 
crawl into the same bed with him. Flynt denies ever ahusingj B^ut refused tu 

answer (he question as to whether or not he ever touched him physically or inappropriately while- 
be was in bed with the boy. Though the Vicar ask ed the question three times , Flynt refused to 
answer each time. Flynt stated he functioned as a | ll and for his two 

sisters while they were living with | BAt times all three 

children stayed overnight with Flynt or he stayed overnight at their residence. Flynt reported that 
he last sawj (sometime after Lite j| (anniversary celebration which took 

place in HI ^^^H However Flynt was not more certain as to when that occurred. When 
he was pressed to be more specific about any dates, he stated that he would have lo check with 
his calendar. 



Hornacek reported to Flynt that this case would now be given over to Judge John Fiorenza for 
his review and then be sent on to the Diocesan Review Board. Flynt was also asked to be sure to 
obtain a canonical advocate. Hornacek gave Flynt a list of recoirun ended advocates. Hornacek 
invited Flynt to consider voluntary resignation of the pastorate of St. Frances Cabrini, West 
Bend, so that the parishioners could be belter served by the appointment of a pastor this spring, 
2003. Flynt stated this was an important decision and he would need more time before he could 
make it Hornacek stated that if Flynt chose not to resign voluntarily, he would probably endure 
a canonical process which the Archbishop would use to remove him. Flynt was aJso told thai 
upon removal from the pastorate of St. Frances Cabrini, he would be receiving a more limited 
salary approximately half of the gross amount he currently receives. Hornacek promised to be in 
contact again with Flynt if there was any follow-up information needed, 
[end of report] 



cc: Barbara Anne Cusack 
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832 . Brookfleld, St, Dominic 

1939 I met with| 

and Principal, H^^^n at old St, 

Mary's Rectory for several hours to discuss concerns regarding allegations 
within the parish community. They reviewed the history of the current 
situation from their perspective , 

| noted that he had placed an anonymous call to our office 
about two years ago regarding procedures if; the situation of a suspected 
case of child abuse* 

Then, (reported that after a meeting of the school board 

In M&y , 1989, Jim Flynt had spoke with him for an hour and a half to two 
hours making several very serious allegations £^ : .ch as "Kather ■■■I naked 

rne to bed down with him. I said no and the ne-x~t day I was out. . . " 
"Rerrtbert told me to go to that parish and 'clean up that queer imago 1 ... 11 
"It disgusted me severely becouse they even used my shower after it. ..I 
found their hair in my shower,.. M Such were aorne of the allegad comments 
to ■ on that occasion. 



On Tuesday, September 5, 1989 at an executive session of the school 
board the group reported that there had been a review of the police report 
h'/B | regarding th~ lack of evidence to charge the janitor 

with molestation of children. They cited an attempt on the part of Vines 
Silvestri to elicit names that evening of those who had gone to Cousins 
Center earlier this summer. They asserted that Vince requested the 
principal to resign immediately (rather than waiting until the end of the 
year when he had announced a termination of his own contract doe to 
personal and reasons). They referred to the fact that a reference 

was made by Vince to a "second Chancery invest igat ion" of Vince himself and 
the rectory on the part of Archdiocesan a uthorities. In that same context 
of a very heated discussion ,| | stated that he wanted to put his 

cards on the table that evening and, therefore, | | told Vince that he 
hjjuself had gone to the Chancery, had talked to people "in the know u adding 
that Jim Flynt had expressed a number of things ai <:er the parish council 
meeting :he prior May. Vince allegedly stated in anger that he was told 
upon the arrival of Jim Flynt that he "should not make it a gay haven. Ha 
(Jim Flynt) was accused of being a pedofile at Good Hope and 1 was forced to 
take him in." The entire group stated tha-: Vince had said on the occasion 
of the September 5, 1 989 executive meeting of the sch ool board that he 
"could not be their (| |) conscience, had tried 

to counsel them and told them to be discrete . M The group felt that by 
these words Vince admitted that things had gone on in the rectory and that 
he had allowed them to continue. This seems to be the main issue regarding 
the unacceptability of Vince 1 s moral leadership at this time. 

Brookfiel d c q nt . 

I t was judged wise that I meet separately with | j £± m 

Flynt, | | and T om Trepanier in order to explore the alleged 

B-in May of 1989, and I promised to do so. 

RJS 



comments of Jim to 



333. Brookfield, St. Dominic 

On Tuesday, September 26, 1989 I /net for an hour with H^^^H 
^ipal to discuss some of the personal and ethical issues which led 
■ to tender his resignation effective June, 1990. Included among the 
litany of concerns was a questionable workout book allegedly owned by Vince 
SLlvestri, thea^^ge^co rumen t of Vince Silvcstri on June 22, 1989 to the 
effect that ^■■■^^H is homophobic " and T, gJ 
are gay and flaunted it too much . » Bruce statSl that | 
agitated on September 5, 1989 lamenting that "his relationship with Z 
was over. 11 Bruce also stated that four staff members had in one way or 
another sugge sted t hat Vince himself was somehow involved in these 
activities. indicated a willingness to nu-et with Jim Flynt and the 

group as promised earlier that evening. 
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January 31,2002 




Deai" Bishop Richard Sklba 5 

I am writing to you to let you know my feelings and thoughts regarding the 
placement of Fr. James Flynt at St. Peter parish and school God recently 
gave us a gift in being allowed to have such a special Priest be assigned to our 
school. Fr. James Flynt has been a breath of fresh air since he arrived. He is 
wonderful with the children. I teach | | and I can honestly say that 

in the seven years that I have taught here, my children have never gotten as 
much out of Mass as they do now. Fr. James gets down to their level and 
talks to them, he puts the word of God in words that ALL children, as well as 
some adults, can understand. He gets the children involved in Mass, when 
appropriate, and encourages them to participate. He takes the time to help 
those that don't understand and will be the first to lend a helping hand for 
ANYONE in need of assistance, even if it is as simple as helping a 
kindergarten student genuflect correctly. 

What sparked me to write tliis letter was when I learned of several angry 
parishioners that were going to write letters to whom ever would listen about 
things that they didn't agree with. It's not that I don't believe that people 
should be able to speak their mind and that everyone has their own opinion, 
it's that L do believe that there are two sides to every story and their approach 
is not fair to Fr. James. I also feel that they would have done this to ANY 
priest that was assigned here because he is not Fr, Bob. Fr. Bob was a 
wonderful priest, however, his retirement was inevitable. 

Fr. James is doing wonderful things for this school and parish. Not only is 
it exciting to go to Mass, I find myself looking forward to it, Pie puts smiles 
on almost everyone's faces. He is a great influence on the children at school 
also. He enjoys coming into the classes and finding out what die children are 
doing and learning about. He is not shy about talking to the kids and staff 
about themselves, their interests and what is taking place in the classrooms, 
not only to get to know us better but to find out what is taking place at school. 
He attends special events to show his support of what is happening and joins 
the children for lunch periodically. He has visited the CCD program and 
spent time talking with some of those kids, which to my knowledge, hasn't 
happened in years. The kids as well as many, many others arc so thankful 
that Fr. James is part of our lives and that he is here at St. Peter's. I hear 
comments from staff, as well as parents on a daily basis, how fortunate we are 
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to have such a wonderful priest leading us in our journey of faith. HE JS THE 
CHANGE THAT THIS PARISH AND SCHOOL HAS NEEDED FOR 
SUCH A VERY, VERY LONG TIME. 

1 know that we live in a soeicty that the bad is heard more often than the 
good but in this case it's a shame that some people are having such a difficult 
time opening up their hearts to change, a change that not only was guaranteed 
because of Fr. Bob's retirement, but one that was necessary, in my opinion, 
for the success of this school. He has made many people believers again and 
.rejuvenated our hearts to believe that what we are doing here is necessary and 
for the good of the children that, we serve. 

I am so fearful that the negative words of those few people are going to be 
heard or sway some opinions of others, but I am so hopeful that the hurtful, 
unkind and untrue things that they are saying does not hinder your opinion of 
allowing Fr. James to stay or worse would have Fr. James look at this parish 
and school as a place that he is not wanted and decide not to stay. The people 
that do not agree with his teachings and style are a minority and not a 
majority. 

I don't know how these matters are handled, but I would be more than 
happy to talk to you further and would welcome a call to answer any 
questions you may have. Please don't take away or change the best tiling that 
has happened to this parish and school in years. 



God's Blessings, 




CC: Parish Council 

Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland 

Fr. Bill Kohler 

Rev. Joseph F. Hornacek 

Rev. Gerald Brittain 
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MEMO 



Tom/Liz 



Dale . 



1/3/94 10:00 A.M. 



From .... Betty. 

I W | | Home 

There was a message on my voice mail today 
(recor ded at 1:43 yeste rday , Monday , January 2 , 1995) 
from a J | (not sure of spelling) 

She had talked to Liz last week and wanted to follow 
up on their conversation . She knew Liz was on 
vacation and hud hoped that Li2 would get back to 
her before she left on vacation, She asked that I 
follow up on her call and I toJd her I didn't know 
the content of their conversation. 

She had requested that a priest at Divine Savior 
Holy Angels be pulled with pay pending an 
investigation of abuse. She wanted that to 
happen today (Tuesday, January 3rd). 

If it hasn't happened, she wsnts to follow up 
directly with the school. 

I told her I would attempt to follow up and 
someone would get back to her today , If only 
to toil her nothing had been done. 



bk 




ft 
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December 20, 1994 



Archbishop Rembert Weakland 
Cousins Center 
P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee, Wl 53207 

Dear Archbishop Weak/and: 

We want to thank you for the time and attention you are personally putting forth 
toward our situation with Jim Flynt. Our lives continue to be an emotional roller 
coaster. However, your continued support shows us that this matter is being 
addressed. 

As you requested, we contacted Dr. Liz Pfasecki on Thursday, December 8 f 1994, 
At thai time she was aware that there was a situation involving Jim, but had not yet 
received the details from you. I gave her the details to the best of my ability over the 
phone. She was very supportive and assured me that this matter would be properly 
taken care of. I spoke with Dr, Piasecki again on December 15, 1994, we have set up a 
time whenj |and I will meet with her to discuss the situation further. 

| and I feel that it is important that we are involved with the process of "addressing" 
this issue. When an issue of this nature occurs, many times the archdiocese handles 
everything without including the victims. We feel this is damaging. We need to know 
how the church plans on handling this matter. We also need to follow the progress of 
this case, and be made aware of time lines. Ensuring this situation is handled properly 
is therapeutic In and of itself. 

^nd I have discussed this at great lengths. We are willing to work with you to 
the best of our ability, However, from our perspective there are five things that must 
take place. Our five requirements are: 

1 ) Jim be pulled from his position at Divine Savior Holy Angels before spring term 
begins (January 3 ( 1995). 

2) Jim NOT be transferred to another position in any setting working with 
children or as a counselor. 

3) Jim receive counseling as soon as possible. 



ADOM009356 



A) Jim lose his position/title of priest. (At least until he receives and completes 
treatment and is determined heaithy-if realistic). 



5) Jim pay thcS^^^^^^^B^^HHMBBI^HHHR for his accommodations 

It is obvious from our requir emen ts that we are in no way trying to take advantage of 
the church's bank account. I Band I feel (hat all of our requirements have a solid 
foundation. Our goal is to remove him from any position that might threaten another 
person's well being. Jim obviously is incapable of counseling effectively. Viewing the 
damage he has done, the potential damage that he could be responsible for is too 
great to risk. As long as he maintains his position/title of priest, he is automatically 
given the gift of counsel. 

To suspect/know a problem this serious exists and yet allow him to maintain his 
position is ludicrous. We hope you understand our perspective. 

We would like to reiterate that we are willing to work with you to the best of our ability. 
We do not want to make this a legal matter. We feel that if appropriate action is taken, 
that will not be necessary. 

We thank you again for all of your support, and we look forward to working with you for 
a positive result. 




cc: Dr. Liz Piasecki 
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2/18/95 

By: Liz Piasecki, PsyD . 

I spoke today with Archbishop Weakland who agreed to pull Fr. Jim 
Flynt out of Divine savior Holy Angels High School immediately- I 
am to arrange outpatient therapy for Jim locally. The Archbishop 
felt that Fr. Flynt could continue to be a liturgical help out and 
could proceed to parish assignment in the spring following 
counsultation with his therapist. The Archbishop thought it best 
perhaps given the unclarity of the situation that Fr * Flynt be 
assigned to a parish without a school at this point. 
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February 16, L995 



Tor Archbishop Herbert Weakland/ OSB 
From: h±Z Piaseckj., PsyD. 

Re : Fr . James Flyn t 

Jim Flynt c^\e in on Tue sday eveni ng Feb* 14th to discuss ttie 
complaint brought by the | about his behavior at their 

wedding. Hy team came to the following conclusions: 

1. | | statement about what happered is essentially 

correct . 

2 . Jim has some major confusion and difficulty with roie 
clarity: he shifts from friend to priest to conns e Lor in a very 
confusing manner and sets himself up for difficulties such as this. 
He should not be counseling until this problem is clearly 
addressed . ^^^^ 

3, Jim r s behavi or toward | | was sexual even though Jim 
denies this. | | confronted Jim Flynt quite directly on this. 

Jim Flynt found this difficult to swallow but did acknowledge that 
there may be parts of his sexuality and personal behavior that he 
needs to examine therapeutically. 

4 „ Jim is willing to pay the I | bill if the 

sign off on any other claims. 

5. Jim is trying very hard to be a good priest and does love 
priesthood. He was cooperative and has promised continued 
cooperation with whatever the Archbishop recommends. 

6. Recommendations for further action were: 1) Refer to 
outpatient therapy precede d by a c areful evaluation of Jim's sexual 
history. Are there other | 2. Counseling be restricted at 
this point. If he continues at DSHA, then all of his counseling 
should be done under clinical supervision. 3. Quarles and Brady 
draw up an agreement clearing Jim and the Archdiocese of any 
further liability if Jim pays the ^^^^^^HP bill - 

Subsequently, on Wednesday morning 1 called the I I to report, 

to them that Jim had been cooperative, had begun ro see the 
inappropr lateness of what had happened, and was willing to pay the 
if they would hold him harmless. Later that afternoon I 
"eceived a phons call fror: Lnem again informing me that they were 
enraged that Jim continued in his position at DSHA and demanding 
that you remove him immediately. | | also dem anded a meeting at 

which you and I were present as well as Jim and I I therapist. 

1 did not agree to that ~.nd said I would have Ec^see about that 
with you. I informed Fr . Carrol Straub about this situation. He 
talked with Jrrn and then reported that Jim will do whatever the 
Archbishop decides. Jim coes not, however, want Fr. Carrol 
involved . 
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At this point, I would recommend that Jim leave DSHA now and enter 
outpatient treatment locally. Ke could continue t o help out and 
apply for pastoral assignments in June. I believe thel HHHwill 

not be satisfied until he leaves DSHA. They simply cannot hear any 
other recommendations such as working under supervision. The 
potential for them to pufalxciy act out is 'substantial and in the 
long rim Jim's reputation could be irretrievably harmed if he does 
not leave DSHA at this point. 

Please let me know what you think about this (X436) . 
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February 6/ 1995 



h i z PiasGcki 

Ca thol ic Soc ial Services 
3501 Lakr: Drive 
P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee > WI 53207-0912 

Dear Liz : 

Pursuant to your request/ the following is my statement of 
the events that took place the evening before my wedding, 



My fiancee 



left our rehearsal picnic at 10:30 p.m.. 



then returned to 
My parents were* 
was talking with 
At thci t time Jim 
There were 



T walked her to her ci-.r at that time, 
the picnic, the nig ht was wi nding d own ■ 
still clea ning u p, H^^^^H brother | 
his cousin H Hand his qi rlf r lend 
opened his gift from us, a f 
ether people there, however, they were n ot inv olve d wit h our 
conversation- After Jim opened his gif bj^^H and | 
decided they would leave. 1 then went to look for my best 
man | and his wif e | ■ However, I could not find 

them* Thus, T returned to th e picn ic scene where I found 

Bstill talking with Jim. |said he had to go do 

something, so Jim said to me "come on, we'll go have a 
whiskey and its time for penance 11 . 

Jim and "I went back to his con do and started talking. Jim 
had his own whiskey at his condo, and proceeded to pour us 
each a glass. Our conversation was general at first, he 
asked me "how do you feel?" I said "I am doing okay, I am 
just a little tired." He said "Great/ . • .there is something 
that I've been meaning to tell you." I said "okay"- At this 
point we are the living room of his condo . I am sitting 
on a chair and Jim is sitting on the end of the couch- The 
chair and zfte couch iorm a 90 degree angle, so that we are 
facing each other. He then instructed me to hold his hand. 
He told me that be was gay and that there was only a few 
people that knew that. He said that I was the 16th person 
that he had told. He went into a long story about how he 
knew he was gay when he was 12 or 13 years old and that he 
had told his sister. He said that there was only some 
family members and a couple of close friends that know this. 
He also said that he was not like \>hose priests that molest 
or sexually abuse children. He said that he believes in gay 
s^xxial relationships between consenting adults. He asked me 



not to tell 



until later on, when she was ready. 
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We then wont-, on to talk about old times and Our Lndy Good 
Hope. Jim brought up <.■ former priest. Our Lady of Good 
Hope . He asked me about some friends of mi ne that had 
attended our Lady. He van curious as to whether or noc I 
knew if any ot thorn had been r * messed with" by this priest. 

Shortly after that, Jim Looked at me and asked me how I was 
doing. I said ok. Jim said that I looked a little tense. 
1 said no, I'm just tired. He said "I'll give you a back 
rub." I thought he was just going to rub my shoulders or 
something like that. He said "why don't you go and lay 
down- Lay down on the end of the bed/ that's probably the 
easiest. i. said ok- (At this point T did not feel 100 
percent comfortable , bu t talked my sei f out of it . Th is is 
Jim, he's one of my best friends/ he's a priest, I've known 
him since T was 12, I'm getting married in less than 12 
hours, he's just trying to help me relax.) I laid on the end of 
the bed and Jim began to rub my shoulders. Not long after 
that he said "why don 1 1 you take your shirt of f , you're 
pretty tense. I'll give you a backrub, you're pretty 
tense . " 

I took my shirt off, laid down on the end of the bed and Jim 
started rubbing my back. Then he started to ask me 
questions. He asked me "Are you nervous about tomorrow 
morning?" T said "No, not really, this is something I want 
to do and -we've talked a lot about it." He said "Okay." As 
he continued to rub my back, Jim talked about his sexuality. 
He claimed that yes, he is gay, however, he is not sexually 
active. He told me about when he was at LaCrosse. He said 
that he had discussed his being gay with the Consignor on 
campus. He also talked about his feelings toward me. He 
said that he loved me like a brother and that he was very 
happy for me . 

The back rub ended and I sat up on the end of the bed. Jim 
and I wore talking on the end of the bed and he then asked 
me to hug him, and to lay down and hold him- Again, 1 did 
not feel comfortable. However/ from the environment that we 
had known each other in, hugs were ok. 1 tried to minimize 
the d i scorn fort in my mi nd . At thi s point Jim started 
asking me questions about ray sexual orientation. He asked 
me "have you ever had a sexual experience wi th a man?" I 
said "no, only when 1 was a kid and was molested! 11 Then he 
said "no, that's different, that's not a homosexual act, 
that's different, that's people manipulating and abusing. 
That is not between two consenting adults-" Then he said 
that he doesn't believe in child molestation, he believes in 
relationships between consenting adults - He asked me if I 
had worked through my childhood exper i ences , and told me 
that I shouldn't get carried until 1 have worked through 
those experiences. I had no reply, T didn't understand. I 
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was getting married in 12 hours, and now he's bringing this 

up ! Then he continued to ask me about my sexual i ty / he 

asked me "do you think you're gay?" I said "no, why? do you 

think I'm gay? or what do you think?" He said "well, I 

think you are at least 5 percent gay." I asked him "why do you think 

that?" Then he started in with some psychobabble about 

because I was molested as a child and because he feels that 

I am at least 5 percent gay, that part of me is gay. At 

that point t hit my overload in d iscomf or t > I got off the 

bed anu said w its late/ I'm tired I've got to go!" 

I left Jim's condo , vent straight back to my con do , turned 
on all the lights and tried to go to sleep. I was scared 
and confused and wasn't really sure what had just happened. 
But ,[ did know that I had to be up early to yo golfing with 
my groom siren and get marr i ed 



cc: Archbishop Rembert Weakland 
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PAA6NTS 



January 9, 1957 Norfolk, Virginia 

fiocner rerorri^f 
Jack H* & Shirley ( BeasuettfQ-di v orced * Arrhnr M*i1^ r . 



ACOLYtE 



UW^aCro33e J975-77;_gt. Francis de Sale s 1977-7 9: 

St. Fr ancis Semlnarj£_1 9Bl~85 . _____ 

JtaEchJJ^g.M ^hriflt King Chapel .J^wt^tchard I__s:krh3, 
Jiuv___ll__J^^^ MjLR.ev_j__L.eA J. arusX 



cANOifrACt April 21, 1983 Christ K ing Ch apel . M » Rev. Ric h ard J ..JSfclba 

__gg_ Sept, 29. 1984 Christ King Chapel , M.P^v ILernhgrt u^H^I 

priesthood Hav 17, 1985 St. Jo hn C athed ral , M.Rp.v. ft. a Hofllrl and , nSft 



appointment- A ssociate Pastor, Our Lady of Good Hope. Mi j^k&Q - . 

June 11 , 1985. 

Chaplain P r o Tern, St, Nicholas Hospital, Sheboygan - January 1, 198 7 

Axfinriat * Vxatnr . ST, Dominic Pari sh. Brookfield - July 1,1987 
Jlhoplain, Divine S avior/Ho ly An gela Hi gh Sch ool, Milw, "June 26 , _ 1989 



FLYNT 1 , Rev. James Michael 
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Miiilisou, Wisconsin 53711 



November- 



Archbishop Hembert Weakland 
Cousins Center 
P-0. Box 07912 
Milwaukee, WI 5320^ 

Dear Archbishop Weakland: 

I vant to thank you for fitting | | and me into your busy 
schedule- I also want to thank you for your patience and 
sensitivity to the subject matter. This has not been an 
easy two months. Nor was our meeting with you easy. 
However, I do feel that we made the right choice in bringing 
this issue to your attention- 
There is some additional information that I feel you must 
know. In our meeting with you, I vas obviously holding back 
not only specific details, but also the rage that I feel regarding 
my wedding day* You need to understand that | | and J have not been 
able to discuss the incident on an indepth level at all since our 
honeymoon week, I restrained my feelings for his sake. We 
have not discussed the issue at home for two reasons. 




Two / because 

he himself was not yet ready to face all that happened to 
him that night. As a matter of fact, you may be interested 
to know that I did not have the full picture of what took 
place that night until our meeting. Most of what he told you, 
I already knew. However/ there were a few essential details 
that he vas not able to tell me until that day. I now have the 
full picture . This information adds a new perspective for me 
that only makes the situation worse. 

I cannot tell you how this incident has effected our lives. 

There are a few other complain ts that I have documented. However, 

due to the severity of | | situation, these issues may seem secondary 

in nature, but are inappropriate just the same. These complaints were 

voiced to me by several of our guests. Jim displayed socially 

inappropriate and unacceptable behavior. The following were noted: 

swearing, lewd dancing, and treating people harshly during the rehearsal 

and at the reception. I do not attribute all to being intoxicated. I 

am willing to discuss these issues with you at your 

convenience - 



I look forward to hearing from you soon. We wish to know 
how these issues are being addressed. Thank you for your 
time , 



Sincerel 
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July 25, 1995 

To; 

FROM; 
RE: 



PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Archbishop Rembert Weakland 
Bishop Richard Sklba 
Rev. Carrol Straub 

Liz Piasecki .^a/P 

Rev. James Flynt 

Summary of Complaints 



3 £ 3CH Soum LaKc Dove 
P.O.. Box 079)2 

Milwaukee, 
W153207-09U 



Member 



On July 5, 1995 ) met with J and! Ito sort out their 

concerns regarding Fr. Ji m Flynt. the se we re concem^wmch were brought 
to Bishop Sklba in April. | ^and| | reported the following first hand 
knowledge: 



1. Jim Flynt toid 




directly that he had held 




hand and 


kissed him. Jim Flynt reportedly also told 




(directly that "I think it 



2. 



5. 



is time to fali in love again/ 1 This was in reference to 



Jim 



Flynt did take| 
trip. 



|to San Francisco on a high school graduation 



Jim was observed being physically affectionate to | at a party 

at a parishioner's ho me at O ur Lady of Good Hope, T his was seen 
directly, according to| |anu Jbv 

A priest ( unidentified because | | fell uncomfortable sharing his 
name) told | [direc tly that Jim Flynt told him that Flynt slept in the 
same bed with § |in San Francisco. 

Jim Flynt toid| |fclirectiy that he and | §jhad a 

six year sexual relationship and it was ended. This ending "broke 
[Flynt's] heart." 

The housekeeper at Good Hope| (reported to the staff that she 
had observed a young man comin^own from Jim Fiynfs room in the 
early morning the day after a new mattress was delivered to FlynL 

^^Han<j| Imported as hearsay: Jim Flynt would go to the home 
Of | |( a parishioner at Good Hope) to sunbathe in the nude 

because "he did not like tan lines." 
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********** 4**-* #4 *4 k 



On July 25, I met with| |and| | parents of l~\ | to 

discuss Jim Flynt's relationship with their son. They reported the following to 
me; 




1 , ps now 27 years old, lives and works inl 

and is engaged to be mar ried to a woman, | Jwho also works tor 
the same company, ^^ftmd ■■live together in |is an 

nth a speciaity| 

Last week | | spoke with Jim Flynt on the phone about 

arranging his wedding to| 

did go on a graduation trip with Flynt. H was 18 at t he tim e. The 
| did wonder where Flynt got the money to give | |such a 
pres ent T he| Jsaid they trusted Ffynt but had second thoughts 
after! Icame home. 




6. 



The| | had previously asked | | if Flynt had ever been sexually 
inappropriate with him. They said they asked their son this because 
they had heard rumors about the matter while they were parishioners 
at Good Hope.B Bsaid the answer they got was evasive. 

|sisfer| |asked^B'rf Flynt had ever tried anything with 
him after hearing rumors of Flynt's homos exua lity and acting out at 
her workplace ^| | answered evasively 

again. 

[believes something happened between the two. She 
was in tears as she said this. She said she has been suspicious for 
some time but that her son is a very honest young man and she 
wanted to believe that her son's evasiveness was a denial. 



7. Balso reported that fl^had gone on other trips with 

Flynt since the graduation trip including another trip to California and 
a yearly deer hunting trip.| Jand Flynt share a bedroom on those 
hunting trips. Two other men also accompany ^ and Flynt on those 
trips. 
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10- 



11. 



12. 




Jon the Good Hope parish council 
at the time of Flynt's assignjrjerj^jjgjgji^g^lso very active in the 
parish including playing 
performance there. 

The( (feel Flynt is manipulative. They have also observed him 
"downing a few " drinks but don't believe Ftynt is an alcoholic. 



due to come home for a few days alone in August. At 
will ask him again about the relationship with 




that rime, 
Flynt. 



|fear media exposure and publicity and want this matter 
hand led quietly, They also don't trust that Flynt won't be in touch with 
I If Flynt knows that they have come in to speak with the 
Archdiocese. | (asked if the Archbishop could issue a "restraining 
order" 1o Flynt orderin g hi m to have no contact with their son once 
they have questioned | (on his return home in August. 

|said that Flynt told them that he had "gotten into trouble" 
at St. Dominic's because he had sexual contact with a young man 
there. 



We arrived at the following plan: 

Jim Flynt won't be told that the| (have been in to discuss the situation 
until after( (comes home in August and his parents can question 

him further and tell him about the currenl situation. 



I will keep thel llnformed if anything further develops, especially if the 
(go to the press. Hi indicated that he would take whatever steps 
tha^ould be necessary to keep his son's name out of (he public eye. The 
I fear that | Jcould lose his job, fiance, good name, etc. and they are 
protective of all of those. 
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April 21, 1995 



Subject: Meeting with Bishop Sklba regarding Jim Flynt 



Persons attending: E. Michael McCann, 
Background: On March 13, 1995,B 



Bishop SklbaJ 



■received a phone call from 
needed to ta lk abo ut events that took place the night before his we 
the previous^MCP 1 ^^ date unknown to me). Jim Flynt was the celebrant ai ine 
wedding After the rehearsal picnic the night before the wedding, Fr. Flynt invited( |to 
his condo for a drin k and then tried to seduce | | Sometime in early Dec. (J believe Dec. 
and his wifeB (met with Azrhbishon WeakJand for about an hour. He referred 





who 


ling in ■ ■ 



them to Project Benjamin. The| 



|asked that Fr. Flynt be responsible for the cost of 
his own room in Door county, that Fr. Flynt receive counselling, that Fr. Flynt be removed 
from DSHA, and that Fr. Flynt not be allowed to function as a priest. Dr. Liz Pie2eki 
(sp?) of Project Benjamin told Hthat there were no other complaints on file about Fr. 



| and that Fr. Flynt 



Flynt. The Archdiocese agreed to limited counselling for| 
would pay his own hotel bill. This was not done until early April Fr. Flynt was removed 
from DSHA in early April afterH threatened to go to DSHA and remove him. 



She sympathized with| 



called me after this initial call from I 



ut did not reveal thai 
is information 



we had previously gone to Bishop Sklba about Fr Flynt. Sometime later 
(that Fr. Flynt was soon to be appointed as pastor at St. Casmir's. J 
was later con firmed by the office at St. Casrnir's. | (and I discussed what to do, and 
she contacted! (and revealed our previous meeting with Bishop Sklba and said that Fr. 
Flynt was to be made a pastor assured ( (of our support and ^^fland I 

discussed possible ways of preventing this appointment, including going to the Archbishop 
or Bishop Sklba or going to Project Benjamin. If all else failed was prepared to go 
to the media. She had s ome co ncern about our legal liability as we have no proof of Fr 

■ called 



Flynt's relationship with 



| or anything we were worried about in 1986. 
Michael McCann for advice as to what to do. He immediately called Bishop Sklba's office 
for an appointment. He did not inform the bishop's secretary of the nature of his business 



or thatl 



|ajffd my self wanHa be attending the meeting. 



Synopsis of the Meeting: After the reason for the meeting was revealed, Bishop Sklba 
informed us that he was no longer in charge of priest personnel (I knew this already but 
Mr. McCann did not), and that he was not involved in anyway with( (complaint. Nor 
was he sure of any pending appointment | | expressed anger at the Archdiocese for 
the way our original complaint had been handled and that Fr. Flynt had been considered 
for a position in campus ministry at St. Catherine's. Bishop Sklba became obviously angry 
and said that he had blocked that appointment, that Fr. Flynt had undergone counseling in 
1986 (the duration of which was ambiguous), and that the counseller had assured the 
bishop that the reasons for his conduct had been worked through. It was pointed out that 
they obviously had not been. Mr. McCann stated his opinion most forcefully that Fr, 
Flynt's conduct was blatantly unacceptable and that in addition should such behavior stem 
from a counselling setting it would be a felony, Later in the meeting he reiterated his 
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opinion, and said that parishioners at St. Casmir's, being predominantly Polish, would be 
especially vulnerable to Fi\ Flynl as the Polish are especially respectfully of clergy. Clearly 
Mr. McCann advice was that Fr. FJynt should never be allowed any position where he 
could be a threat, that he should be removed from the priesthood if possible. Bishop 
Sklba and Mr. McCann had a discussion about the difficulty of such a removal, especially 
if the priest in question is seen to have an illness. Mr. McCann pointed out that the APA. 
has taken the position since J 974 that homosexual acts between consenting adults is not 
an illness, and that research indicates that such behavior is seldom resoived through 
therapy > and that such behaviors are even harder to control in someone who has been 
drinking. I indicated to the Bishop that I was concerned that Dr. P. had indicated that 
there is nothing on record about Fr. FJynt. The record of our meeting in 1986 is in Bishop 
Sklba's log and would be available to her only if she requeued it. ! stated that I wculd bz 
more comfortable if I was informed of the results of our meeting. | (plainly stated that 
she would b e compelled to take further action if Fr . Flynt w ere appointed a pastor and she 
also felt that | (would go to the media. | Repressed concern about Fr. 

Flynt having some ability to damage her if he knew she had complained. I stated that, just 
as I had given permission in ] 986, 1 would give Bishop Sklba permission to name me as 
the complaining source. Bishop Sldba outlined the following course of actionl) He would 
inform Archbishop Weakland of our concerns. 2) He would talk to Fr. Carroll Straub, 
head of priest personnel. 3) He would check his log for 1986 and make it available to Dr. 
P< 4) He would get back to( (with the results of his efforts and that she could inform 
Mr. McC and myself. He also asked iifl (would be willing to meet with Fr. Straub. 
He indicated that Mr. McCann and myself need not be present. Mr. McCann indicated he 
would want to be there to giveB (support. I indicated that perhaps I could be of some 
help at such a meeting as I had documented our meeting of 1986. This meeting lasted 
about one hour, from 5:30 P,M, until 6:30 P.M. 

Observations: E ven t hough Bishop Sklba said he was not involved in or much aware of 
the incident with|^ft it was clear that he knew what that compl aint wa s about,, and he did 
not have to ask for details. I also feel that he would like to have| Bmeet with Fr 
Straub alone for some reason, perhaps because she had been somewhat emotional during 
the meeting. For myself, i would ccnclu ie thai Project S-snjajnin Will not be an effective 
response to cases of sexual misconduct if all records of any meetings involving such 
concerns are not automatically available. 
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408 . Flynt, James 

On Tuesday, April 16, 1991 Tom Trepanier and T met with Jim who 
wanted to investigate the potential response of the Archdiocese 
should he apply for the priest chaplain position at St. Catherine 
High School in Racine. I referred him to his own file where we 
documented a serious conversation about allegations in the early part 
of 1989. In view of that conversation, I said I would not stared in 
the way but cautioned against returning to a former place of 
ministry/employment and also raised the issue of his possible 
reputation among high school principals as a result of his request 
for compensation at Divine Savior/Holy Angel High School. I 
concluded that his current relationship with Dr. | His 
not the best. Jim also indicated a desire to stay in residence at 
St. Casimir's if he should receive ths appointment in Racine. He 
also said that he would be seeking weekend pastoral work in the fall 
ana asked that his name be put on the list of available people to 
meet the needs. 

RJS 

3S2. James F^ ynt 

On June 25, 1992 I received an early morning phone call from a priest 
who expressed concern that Jim had a foater child lining with him at 
St. Caaimir's rectory with the intention of adopting the boy. with 
the approval of the Archbiahop I communicated the concern to Tom 
Venne's of /ice for further discussion and/or action as needed. 

RJS 



629 . Flynt, James 

On September 8, 1992 I visited with James Flynt at his res idence at 
St, "casliTiir ' sT Milwaukee. James intro duced me to M |a &th 
jrader at St. Dominic's, Brookfield. 

[ j_v<a 



g|is one ot 

children who are in foster care in Brookfield with a family from St. 
Dominic 1 s . The family is from 




that Dick Sklba had heard about a possible adoption, and there was a 
concern. Jim said he had recently met with Archbishop Weakland and 
discussed the situation. Jin? sees no problem if he decides to 
adopt* He feels the decision is his. Jim would like to return to a 
parish or especially is interested in Campus Ministry or teaching at 
the College level. 

RTV 



686. Flynt, James 

an June JO, 1994, I received a call from James Flynt, who has 

soma difficulty in negotiating his compensation with Divine 

.Savior High School.. He asked for Stipend OffsM :nd was 

refused. He has net been nncii Lv i n.g it tor his 5 years there, but 

Miings it is unfair. Ha is working with th* Administrator and 
Jim Barron on this. 
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On Wednesday, July l x iva7_j. met with Jim and his counselor, 
Dr. | I in order to discuss 

several of the concerns which were expressed by friends *nd 
supporters of Ji'ro from Good JJope Parish as veil as those who ex- 
perienced his ministry niore negatively: selec^veminiacry > Abiding 
anger and issues of sexuality. Although Dr. | initially 
uncomfortable with my intervention, upon explanation he found It 
reasonable and helpful, 

IUS 

32, FJ.^n tj Ja mes 

On Monday, January 9, 1989 I spoke with Jim by phone in order to see 
how 1 might be supportive, having heard of his probable reassignment this 
June. In response to his oesirs to high school ministry, 1 suggested it 
iright be wise to discuss the matter more thoroughly in view of scire of the 
Uilk wjtbin the Good Hope Community and expressed concern of paresis. We 
will seek a time for conversation about the matter in the near future. 

RJS 

113. flynt, James 

On Tuesday, February 7, 1989 I met with Jim in order to review his 
current situation and to offer support. After discussion 1 would endorse 
his movement toward high school work and have no reservations in view of 
allegations brought to our office two years ago relative to flippant 
remarks or casual attitudes toward Catholic morality and sexual behavior. 
Jiltt is recovering from an wQ&M fracture and seems to be in good spirits. 

808. Flvnt t J^imes 

On Monday, September 1989 I met with Jim in the office at my 
request to discuss the very serious allegations raised by St. Dominic 
people and stated that 1 was seeking a meeting with Jim, Terry Ripple, 
Eruce Krenoer, Tom Trepa/iier and myself in order to address the sources of 
loany of the allegations. Jim indicated a willingness to cooperate in th : .s 
effort. 

flJS 

872. Flvnt, Jajnes 

On Tuesday, October 24. 1989 I spoke with Jim to outline the purpose 
of the projected meeting scheduled for October 31. I also alerted him to 
the allegations listed in the anonymous letter which arrived in our office 
on October 18, 1989. 

RJS 

1060. Flvnt, James 

On Tuesday, December 26, 1069 1 received a copy of the letter written 
by Bruce Kramer to school parents and parishioners of St. Dominic's in 
Brookfiold regarding his intention to resign at the end of the school 
year. J al^-r? received a forma/ request from the pastoral staff at St. 
Co/ninic's to the effect that Jim be suspended for six months and receive 
formal treatment in order to deal with the causes and natives behind the 
damage done to the parish over these past six months. I communicated these 
issues to Jiro by letter in an effort to address Iheir implications. 

RJS 



33, JaufcPfi PlvnU 

On Friday, January 5, J 990 I had an extended meeting with Jim 
reviewing my concluding observations regarding the Brookiield situation. 
Jim has been seeing ^ professional counselor since mid September, and i 
offered the financial assistance of our Office should his benefits 
terminate through insurance coverage j informed him that 1 had no 
intention of pursuing the matter of suspension or residential treatment on 
the basis of the evidence brought to my attention. 

RJS 

480. Flynt f James 

On Saturday, July l t 1990 the office learned that Jim intends to move 
1 oward St. Casimlr^s Church by way of residence in a month or so. 

RJS 
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265. " Flvnt> -Jamas 

On Friday, December 20, 1985 Jim called to say that there was a 
little bit of communication problem and his request for h&lp in 
Reccing a men nor was not intended to ask mo to do so in his 
name but ro sort things out . H c asked if Jim Aciinond could be 
his mentor. My response was that that would put him at a dis- 
advantage since Jim was not on the original list and diz not par- 
ticipate in che September sharing session which initiated the 
©encoring program in che Archdiocese- Jim accepted that and agreed 
co ^ra? with Len Borbian. 

RJS 



207 , Flynt, James 

A parishioner called considerable; personal concern regarding mixed 
messages given by JLra to groups of young people especially concerning 
Regality and a special concern regarding che way in which he deals 
with young men in the parish. 

RJS 

364 . F lynt, James 

On Wednesday, July 23, ,.1986 I met with a delegation of parishioners 
from Our Lady of Good Hope who expressed concern as parents for several 
aspects of Jim's ministry there; discomfort with what they perceive as 
inappropriate expressions of affection for young men in the parish, 
flippant comments about sexuality, perceived manipulation of the parish 
council at the arrival of the new pastor, inavailabili ty , selective 
involvement in ministry, disarray and threatened resignations from the 
icuth Board, and unprofessional indiscretion in speech. They experience 
distrust of him, a divided parish and fear scandal. 



433. Flynt, James 

On Saturday > August: 30, 1986 I met with Jim at his request to 
discuss the difficulties he was experiencing at Our Lady of Good 
Hope Parish this summer, particularly the lack of communication in 
the rectory and his difficulty in working with Ed Hussli. I promised 
to see if I couJd gather the three priests together for a private 
thorough discussion of the: current situation, 

RJS 



612. Flynt, James 

On Friday, November 28, 1986 Archbishop Weakland met with Jim, hoc 
understanding why Jim felt compelled co leave Good Hope, but accept- 
ing his decision in chat regard. Jim promised to remove the earring 
before the next assignment if so requested t and seeoied a bit chastened 
by the experience of being interviewed at Sc. Aloysius- 

RJS 

103. 71 ynt, J aine_s 

On Friday, February 20, 1987 Wayne Schneider called asking authoriza- 
tion to reimburse Jim for the last two weeks of December even chough 
the parish had paid him full salary for December > 1986 since this 
amount seems to have been promised by way of incentive on che part of 
the hospital and has been paid to che Archdiocese by the hospital 
administrators. T concurred and said 1 would send a memo to that 
effect changing the. earlier memo. RJS 

224 . FlynC , James 

On Friday, Hay 1, 1987 I again concacted Jim requesting the name 
of his counselor so thac various concerns of Jim's friends and 
former parishioners might be communicated directly. I have received 
several indications of concern that all the issues be adequately 
dealt with prior to another assignment if possible in order co 
avoid previous misunderstandings. 



I; 

RJS | 
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Vioai^s Report ■ Fr, James Flynt 



James FlyntmeT witTTJo^Ho^ 
allegations of sexual abuse were communicated by| 
Thomas Casper and Investigator. Joseph Link on July 26, 2002, 



7r20C3: iaixres was~ told iitat- - 
|to Act ing Chief Investigator, 
lis a MM male, date of 



|said thai he has known Fr, James Flynt sinoeBMIiB^a^ a kid. He met Fr, Flynt 
through church at St, Casimir' s in Milwa ukee and stated that hi sHHMtfBBWfllliM had known Fr. 
Flynt much longer than he had.^(dreported that he started to sleep over at St. Casimir's 
rectory in about 1 991 when he wasT. l~years old. The last time he remembered deeping aver 
would have been about 1999 shortly before he entered college. Most of these occasions took 
place at St Casimir rectory but some of them also took place at St, Mary of Czestochowa 
rectory* 

I stated that he would sleep in the same bed as Flynt Th ey would lay in bed and talk at 
night Fr. Flynt would speak about sexual things thatHBHf.vould eventually experience as he 
was growing up, He remembers falling asleep whiljMhgovere talking. He would wake up at 
night tofjncMfr, Flynt had placed his hand insideflHHBI underwear and was fondling his 
h HHH would just lay there pretending he was stiU asleep until Fr. Flynt stopped, 
[said the sexual activity did not go any further than this touch ing experience. He recalls 
that this happened about twenty times over the nine years* BBBH blaiined that no one else was 
at the rectory during the nights that he slept over. He never told his flUBBBB^ 011 * this, 
thinking that they would not believe him. 

The onh^goiUy^mHBB^fcpoto of this sexual activity was JHBNiemothcr of his best 
^^■HHl Ke to ^ c ffl@B a ^ 0Ul she inquired whvfl^^Hvas not 

coming over to visit their home which was also frequented by Fr. Flynt HBB explained that 
he was no longer comfortable near Fr, Flynt because of the experienced sexual activity. 

Following the July 26 th interview, BMBfafused to show up for another interview with E. 
Michael McCann, District Attorney, that had been scheduled for July 30 th . HHHstated that he 
had already revealed all that had occurred and he simply wanted to put all of this behind him. He 
also stated that he wanted to talk to his father about this before he would mee t with any dis trict 
attorney. On Augus^^ Investigator Joseph Urfureceived a phone call fromJHHIHvho is 

father, JH wanted to know wh atBI^Bhad told the investigator. A short time 
late^^ie same day, August 2 n<I J|HHiphoned Investigator Link to tell him that he did not 
want to talk to the district attorney about this. 

On August 8, 2002 Investigator Joseph Link met with Barbara Anne Cusack and Fr. Joe 
Hornacek to relate what progress had been made in the investigation thus far. 



On August 12> 2002 Investigator Link eaPedJ 
all this information to the Archdiocese. I 



to explain he had the option of passing on 
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O n December 1 7 th InvcstigatorLmHried to reap] ^ 

HHfeOn December 2l?*(j(J(((^ 

incident. He did not want to make a report to the District Attorney's Office nor was he interested 
in making any criminal complaints against Fr. Flynt He stated that the investigator couJd tura 
over all tlie reports to the archdiocesan authorities but he refiised to meet with them also because 
he simply wanted to put this incident behind him. 

Fr. James Flynt stated thatBHHHlived with him for 7 months. He was in the process of 
assuming guardianship for the boy until Archbis hop Weakland asked him not to do so. When 
the Archbishop asked Flynt to disallo w HHBi from Itvii^S wftb Flynt any longer, the boy 
moved back to Ms guardians* F lynt could not identify during which year this 7 month period of 
residence with^NHHRHI^ 00 ^ P iac€ * He was Administrator of St, Casimir Parish from 
1995 until 2001 and also Administrator of St Mary of Czestochowa from 1996 to 2001. When 
James Flynt was Chaplain at Divine Savior Holy Angels (DSHA) from 1989 to 1 995 he was also 
in residence at St, Casimir Rectory for a time, Fr. Michael Barret^va^Pastor of St. Casimir' s at 
the time from 1 987 to 1993, Flynt stated that he never lived ^((((alone. He statecHhat 
Mik^Barrett, the Pastor, also lived in the rectory at St Casimir at the time. He said thatM^ 
■Hflp&d his own bedroom, However at times he would comeintoFIv^s bedroom an<^^ 
crawl into the same bed with him. Flynt denies ever ^^^sHHB^ re &sed to 
answer the question as to whether or not he ever touched him physically or inappropriately while 
he was in bed with the boy. Though the Vicar asked the ques tion three times, Flynt refused to 
answer each time. Flynt stated he functioned as a "uncl^^^^HHHHHjand for bis two 
sisters while they were living with their guardians, lHHHHj||^^^ mes all three 
children stave^vgni^^wth Flynt or he stayed ovSSgntaraSKSaence, Flynt reported that 
he last saw§((B((((sometime after the guardians' anniversary celebration which took 
place in October of 2001. However Flynt was not more certain as to when that occurred. When 
he was pressed to be more specific about any dates, he stated that he would have to check with 
his calendar. 



Horaacck reported to Flynt that this case would now be given over to Judge John Fiorenza for 
his review and then be sent on to the Diocesan Review Boani Flynt was also asked to be sure to 
obtain a canonical advocate. Homacok gave Flynt a list of recommended advocates, Hornacek 
invited FJynt to consider voluntary resignation of the pastorate of St Frances Cabrini, West 
Bend, so that the parishioners could be better served by the appointment of a pastor this spring, 
2003. Flynt stated this was an important decision and he would need more time before he could 
make it Hornacek stated that if Flynt chose not to resign voluntarily, he would probably endure 
a canonical process which the Archbishop would use to remove him. Flynt was also told that 
upon removal from the pastorate of St. Frances Cabrini* he would be receiving a more limited 
salary approximately half of the gross amount he currently receives. Hornacek promised to be in 
contact again with Flynt if there was any follow-up information needed 
[end of report] 



cc: Barbara Anne Cusack 
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DIVINE SAVIOR HOLY A NOELS 

EXEMPLARY G-DUCA'llOM 1^ O R YOUNG WOMEN 



March 1, 1995 



Dear Sophomores, 



There is no easy way to communicate tbe following news and it saddens me to do so, 
At the request of the Archbishop I am leaving DSH A effective March 1> 1995. He has been 
aware of my physical injuries, surgeries and attempt at recovery. Those physical ailments 
coupled with some family issues that I need to tend to and that he is fully aware of, led him 
to request my resignation. As a diocesan priest I am obliged to be obedient to the 
Archbishop. I thank Dr\( Wfi n ^ Sr. Virginia for their support and understanding 
during this time of transition 

I thank you for the opportunity to have had the privilege of leaching and ministering at 
DSHA for almost six years. Blessings to each oFyou. I assure you of my prayers and ask 
for yours. 




FY. James M. Flynt 



March 3, 1995 

Dear Sophomores and Parents of Sophomores, 

As you read the above note from Father James, T am sure you will be surprised as we were 
yesterday upon receiving this news. Please know that we will do our best to find a new 
Theology teacher for you as soon as possible. 

We are grateful to Fr. James for his service to you and to DSHA, Let us keep him in our prayers. 

Sincerely, 

S. Virginia Honish, SDS 

AZ57 NORTH \ O O T H STREET MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 53?.2> 
MAIN (414)462-3706 DEVELOPMENT (414)465-3707 FAX U14)4S6 47Ve 
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ARCHDIOCES^l EOF MILWAUKEE 
Office of the Auxiliary Bishop 



April 17, 2003 



James M, Flynt 




Dear James: 



Over the past months, I have witnessed some of the exchanges in 
correspondence regarding your situation, and felt a great deal of frustration 
over my inability to malce direct personal contact. The morning of the very day 
of Rembert's resignation last May, I was contacted by the District Attorney's 
office here in Milwaukee with the announcement that a file was being opened in 
your case. In that conversation, I was informed that I was not to contact you in 
any way or communicate with you until the conclusion of the investigation, lest 
1 be accused of either obstructing justice or tampering with witnesses. I found 
that silence difficult to say the least. 

I think of you often these days, especially as Holy Week arrives. I can 
only imagine the emptiness, which will be experienced by reason of a new and 
painful distance from liturgical presiding. 1 offer my prayers and may hope that 
the mystery of Easter can signify and accomplish a new beginning for you and 
all those whom you have loved and served over the years. 

Sincerely in Christ Risen, 



Most Reverend Richard J. Sklba 
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee 



RJS/sk 
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DEPARfMUNT FOK ClEKGY 



May 12, 2003 



Rev, James P'lym 
West Bend Wl 53U90 
Dear James, 

My chief purpose in writing to you is to get the enclosed check to you as soon as 
possible and ro inform you of the change in the amount of financial support you will 
receive from the Archdiocese effective May 1, 2003. 

Though your letter of resignation to Archbishop Dolan was sent March 31, 2003, 
you continued to receive full salary, health and dental insurance, continuing education and 
retreat fees through April, 2003, as pastor, canonically speaking, of St. Frances Cabrini 
Parish, West Bend. 

Upon resigning the pastorate and voluntarily beginning die process of laicizarion, 
you are now receiving a check for SI 0,000 to cover some transition expenses As of May 1, 
2003, you will receive 31250 per month plus health and dental insurance from the 
Archdiocese. This will continue throughout completion of the laicization process or until 
your future employment would cover salary and hcaldi and dental benefits. 

My prayerful wish is that chis tune of transition may become ever less a time of 
painful frustration, and evermore a time of healing and renewed hope. 

Fraternally yours in the Lord, 



JFH/ks 



V. Rev. Joseph F. Hocnacek 
Vicar for Clergy 
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MAR c 4 2003 



03 March 2003 



Very Rev. Joseph F, Hornacek 
3501 South Lake Drive 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

Dear Joseph, 

This brief letier is my response to both our recent meeting and phone 
conversation, and the letter which summarizes the specific terms which were presented to 
me, 1 am prepared, at this time, to render my resignation as Pastor of St. Frances Cabrini 
Parish and to seek voluntary laicization from the priesthood. I would like to receive 
answers to the following queries in order to facilitate those decisions. 

My presumption is that 1 should write to Archbishop Dolan and render my 
resignation as Pastor. Is this a correct presumption on my part? 

To whom would I address a letter seeking laicization and are there any specifics 
that must or should be included in said letter? 

What if anything will be released to the press in terms of these decisions? I ask 
this out of a concern for the my own reputation and that of the Archdiocese. 

In seeking said laicization at what point in time would I be expected to make a 
decision regarding my pension funds - at the conclusion of the case or within a specific 
time period mutually agreed upon? 

At this point in time I have not elected to seek the services of a canonical 
advocate. Should I choose to seek one in the course of these processes I will inform your 
office of that decision. 1 thank yon for your review of these questions and await your 
response to them at your earliest convenience. I can assure you that in tine past eight plus 
months, since first being asked to step aside for a few days, I have had more than ample 
time for reflection and discernment. 

Lastly. 1 thank you for your prayers and assure you of mine as you exercise the 
duties of your office for the good of our brother priests and the people of God of our 
Archdiocese. 




James M. Flynt 
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February 21,2003 



Rev. James M, Flynt 
West Bead, WI 53090 

Dear JatncSj 

This letter is a follow-up to our telephone conversation of February 17, 2003. At 
that time I communicated to you the report I received following the February 13, 2003 
meeting of the Review Board. After carefully studying the written reports of Joseph Link, 
Acting Chief Investigator for the District Attorney's Office, and a summary report of my 
February 7 th meeting with you, the Review Board recommended to Archbishop Dolan diat 
you not continue to serve in priesdy ministry. The Archbishop accepted their 
recommendation and will coirimurucate this to you by letter upon his return to the office 
March 3' d > 

I expect that die Archbishop will also ask you to voluntarily resign the pastorate of 
St Frances Cabrini, West Bend, and encourage you to seek laicization- 

The following paragraphs outline what the Archbishop is prepared to offer you in 
recognition of your canonical rights and the Archbishop's canonical obligations. 

t) If a priest elects voluntary laicizaoon, we would offer what has been our practice^ if not 
policy, for more than a decade, namely $10,000 when t_he petition is submitted and 
510,000 when a definitive response is received, regardless of rhe contents of rhe 
response. We would offer, in addition, and new ro our practice , minimum support 
during the time the case is in process. Thar rniriimum support would be the momhly 
amount a pensioned priesc receives* During rhe processing of die case we would also 
provide some outplacement assistance. This assistance could consist of payment for 
services from a career counseling office, such as the one at Marquetry or Siritch. These 
services provide the individual with information about how to "translate" their skills 
from one career to another. We could then offer three sessions of outplacement 
assistance which provides help with resume wciting > interviewing skills, etc. 

2) If the priesc does nor want to seek voluntary laicization but would rather have chc penal 
process imposed, we would have an obligation of minimal support from die time he 
loses office until the case is complete. During the time of the trial, which could be up to 
a year, we would provide a monthly subsidy at the level of a pensioned priest. At the 
conclusion of the trial, if there is a penalty imposed of dismissal from the clerical state, 
your canonical obligation of support ceases but some small amount (obviously less than 
the $20,000 above) could he given in charity 



bin s 
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February 21, 2003 
Rev. James M. Flync 
-Page 2- 



3) In all insmnces we would Jnaintaic the priest on our health insurance for one year nr om 
expense. He would then be free Co ask for an additional six mc nebs of covers gc but at 
his own expense. This coverage Avould cease as soon as he had employ men t providing 
diis bcocfir. 

James, i am deeply saddened to have to communicate what must be very 
disappointing news for you- I remain grateful and appreciative for the many years of priestly 
ministry through which you served God's people in our Archdiocese to the best of your 
ability. I urge you to contact a canonical advocate ro be of assistance to you at this time of 
serious decision- making. The Archdiocese will pay for the canonical advocate's services. 

With prayer for your personal regard, I am 



Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

V. Rev. Joseph F. Hornacek 
Vicar for Clergy 



JFH/1« 
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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE 

District Attorney's Office 
Inter-Office Communication 



Date: August 13, 2002 

To: File 

Prom: Investigator Joseph Link 

Subject: Interview of I 



On Friday July 26, 2002 at about 3:00PM, A. 



Thomas 
o interview 




We drove | 

area of North AV. and Bartlett Av. where we talked in our squad. 



said he has known Fr> James Flint since he w 



He met Fr. 

Flint thr ough church at St. Casimir, 924 E. Clarke St. | | said his 
jhad known Fr. Flint longer and were very close friends with him. 



^^^^ 



He said he started to sleep ^^^^^t. Casimir's rectory in about 1991 when 
he was about 1 1 years old. | | slept over at St Casimiris rectory and St. 

Mary of Czestochowa rectory a number of times with Fr, Flint, The las t time 
he slept over was at St Mary of Czestochowa rectory, ( in 
about 1999 shortly before he was entering college. 

He would sleep in the same bed as Fr. Flint. I I would sleep in his 

underwear. They would lay in bed and talk at night. Fr. Flint would talk to 
him about sexual things that he was going to be going through as he grew up. 

He would fall asleep while they were talking. H <° would wake up at night and 
Fr. Flint w ould have h is han d inside I I underwear and Fr. Flint would 

be fondlingj | penis. | | wou ld just lay there and pretend he was 

asleep until Fr. Flint would stop. | | said the sexual activity didn't go 

any further than the touching. This happened about twenty times aver the 
nine years. Most to them occurred at the Casimir rectory with a few 
occurring at St Mary of Czestochowa rectory. Because of this sexual activity 
he became very uncomfortable being around Fr. Flint. He wouldn't stay over 
at the rectory anymore and avoided Fr. Flint. 

| said there wasn't anyone else at the rectory the nights that he slept 
over. He didn't know of anyone else that this may have happened to. He was 
very reluctant to discuss the details of what occurred when he slept over at 
the rectory. 
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He never told his| ^hont^hat occurred because he didn't think 

Hjg^vould believe him. | | had known Fr. Flint before 

I met him and they were very close. Also he didn't think that they 
would believe that Fr. Flint would do anything like that to him. 



The onl 



told about the sexual activity was ^^^^^^H 
The reason he told her was because she 
kept asking him why he didn't come over to their house anymore to see her 
son, She kept asking him so he told her that Fr. Flin t was at h er house a lot 
and he wasn't comfortable around Fr. Flint anymore. | (told her he 
wasn't comfortable because of the sexual activity that occurred when he slept 
over at the rectory with Fr. Flint. 

J back toB | We set up a meeting with 

for Tue, July 30, 2002 at 1:30 PM with D istrict Attorney E. Michael 
McCann at the District Attorney office. | [was to call back and confirm 

the meeting. I called hisB 

on Monday July 29, 2002 and she said he had not been home and sh^UdiVt 
talk with him yet. On Friday August 2, 2002 I called and spoke to I 
He said he didn't want to come down and talk to the District Attorney 
becausMj^aiready told us what occur re^^aenie just wanted to put it behind 
him. I | said he wanted to talk toB I about this first before he 

would let me know if he would meet with the District Attorney. 

2002 at about 2:30PM I got a call from 

He wanted to know what ^^^^H told me about 
Fr- Flint. I told him I could not tell him. He said his son had just talked to 
him about what occurred. He said his son is 21 years old and that he would 
have to decide for himself what he wanted to do next. He said he would have 
I call me back. 





About 30 minutes later 1 got a call from I | said he just wanted 

to put this behind him and he didn't want to talk to the District Attorney or 
anyone else about this. 



I spoke to District Attorney E> Michael McCann and he had iue set up a 
meeting with Barbara Cusack and Fr. Joseph Hornecek of the Archdiocese, 
On Thursday August 8, 2002 I met with Barbara Cusack and Fr. Joseph 
Hornecek at 3501 S. Lake Dr. to determine how their procedure for reporting 
lis offe nse would work. We needed this information to help explain to 
that he also had that as an option. 




On Monday August 12, 2002 at about 4:00PM 1 called | 



to explain the 
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moii he had of passing this information to the Archdiocese. 



consider that; option until he got back, 






decide what he would do at that time. He said 


he was going to be in the 







***** END OF REPORT ***** 
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